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OUT OF THE MAIL BAG
Aug. 22, 1961
Dear Brothers in Christ:
Since we have moved to Southern Calif., we have been
watching the Herald of Truth. And we enjoy it very much, and
have learned much from the program. I am writing in regard to
the free Bible Correspondence Course. Will you please send this
course to us. Also we have a couple who seem very interested in
learning the way of the Lord, and we will enclose their name and
address so you will send Bible corresponden<;e course to them also.
I know that they will enjoy the Bible Course, and I know we
will enjoy it also.
Thank you so very much and may God's richest blessings be
·
upon all who help in presenting this program.
Yours in Christ
Mr. and Mrs. T. A. Y.
April 4, 1961
Highland Church of Christ
Fifth and Highland
Abilene, Texas
Gentlemen:
I recently received the first two Bible lessons in a series of
30 lessons and am very anxious to continue.
Enclosed you will find Lesson 1 and 2. I understand that you
will grade and return them to me as indicated in attached letter
mailed to me. I think this course will be very helpful for me
at this time and any other materials you think would be useful
I would appreciate your sending them to me.
I appreciate this opportunity which I have in learning more
about the Bible and know that it will be helpful to me now and
in the years to come.
I will look forward to receiving these lessons graded and
also in receiving Lessons 3 and 4. I would prefer mailing in
two lessons at a time as indicated above.
Thanking you for your cooperation, I remain
Very truly yours,
B. J. w.
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STATIONS CARRYING HERALD OF TRUTH

City

Station

Ch.

T ime

PENNSYLVANIA

Johnstown
SOUTH

....WJAC

SOUTH

..WUSN

6 10:00 a.m .

2 12:00 p.m .

DAKOTA

Aberdeen

......KXAB

City

Station

Ch.

Time

VIRGINIA

CAROLINA

Ckarleston

9 6: 30 p.m.

TENNESSEE

Chattanooga WRGP 3 9: 00 a.m.
Johnson City WJHL 11 11:00 a .m.

Petersburg
Portsmouth

WXEX 8
..WA VY 10

9: SOa.m .

WASHINGTON

Richland ........KEPR 19
Yakima ........KNDO 23
Spokane ........KREM 2 11: 30 a.m .
WEST

Amarillo
El Paso
Sherman

..........KVII 7 1:30 a .m .
....... KELP 13 2:30 p.m .
......... KXII 12 6:00 p .m.
(Sat .)

........WHIS

6

9:16 a.m.
(Fri.)

Clarksburg

Ch.

Time

Birmingham
Mobile

WYOMING

........KTWO

2 4:00p.m .

Saulte Ste. Marie,
Ontario ..........CJIC

9:00 a.m .

CANADA

Sidi Slimane AFB
Morocco
12 Sept . 61

Dear Brethren in Christ:
Enclosed is $25.00 which all the Christians here hope will help
in the continuation
of the Herald of Truth program and in fulfilling
the Great Commission in preaching the gospel to all the world. Each
Christian here feels that the program is a great work and we pray
that it may continue.
.
On the 23rd of July the Christians here met for the first time on
the Base at Sidi Slimane . We had been traveling 35 miles to Kenitra
to worship with the brethren
there. Transportation
for all b~came
such a problem that we secured permission from the USAF Chief of
Chaplains to meet and worship here on the Base. We presently have 23
memb ers assembling together in worship to God.
.
We pray that the congregation will grow here and that God will
bless us in our efforts. We also pray that this small donation may be
used to God' s glory and souls may be saved. We in turn solicit your
prayers for our work and effort here.
Your in Christ
TSGT Major P. C.

City

Station

Ch.

Time

LOUISIANA

.

WBRC

6 5: 05 a.m.
(Wed) .
... WALA 10 9:00 a.m.

Jun eau .......... KINY

8

1:30 p.m.

Detroit

..........CKLW

9

8 :30 a.m.

MINNESOTA

ARIZONA

Tucson

New Orleans WVUE 13 11:06 a.m.
Shreveport ....KSLA 12 8: 00 a.m.
MICHIGAN

ALASKA

WBOY

This list is not 100% correct due to frequent changes.
.
Check your local newspaper or television station for . times not listed.
All times are Sunday unless otherwise indicated.

FROM MOROCCO

Station

VIRGINIA

Bluefield

Casper

City
ALABAMA

(Sat .)
TEXAS
/

STATIONS CARRYING HERALD OF TRUTH
TELEVISION PROGRAMS

TELEVISION PROGRAMS

KOLD 13 10: 15 a .m.

Mankato

......WEYC 12

MISSISSIPPI

CALIFORNIA

Eureka ............KCIQ 6 10: 00 a.m.
Fresno ............KJEO 47 10:00 a.m.
Lo s Angeles KTLA 5 8: 30 a.m.
San Francisco KGO 7 9: 00 a.m.
Redding ........KVIP
7 10:00 a.m .
San Jose ........KNTV 11 11:30 a.m.
COLORADO

Denver ........KBTV
Gr. Junction KREX

9 9: 00 a.m .
6 10:00 a.m.

Greenwood ..WABG 6 3:30 p.m ~
Jackson
........WJTV 12 10:00 a.m.
Meridian ......WTOK 11 12 :00 p.m.
(Sat.)
MISSOURI

Cape
Girardeau ..KFVS 12 8: 30 a.m.
Jefferson City KROG 13 2:00 p.m.
Springfield
..KYTV 3 8: 30 a.m.

FLORIDA

Fort Meyers WINK 11 10: 30 a.m.
Orlando ........WLOF 9 1:00 p.m.
P anama City WJHG 7 6:30 p.m.
(Sat.)
Twin F alls ....KLIX 11 2 : 00 p.m.
ILLINOIS

Quincy

North Platte
NORTH

KNOP

2 12:30 p.m.

CAROLINA

Asheville

IDAHO

H arri sburg

NEBRASKA

....WSIL

3 1:30 p.m.
(Wed.)
....WGEM 10 11:00 a.m.

..........WISE 62 6:30 p.m.
(Sat.)
Green sboro WFMY 2 1:00 p.m.
Willington ....WECT 6 12: 00 p.m.

NORTH

DAKOTA

Willi ston ......KUMV
Bism ark ..... ..KFYR

8 4: 00 p.m.
5 9:30 a.m.

IN DIANA

Ft . Wayne . .WPTA 21 12:00 p.m.

OKLAHOMA

Oklah . City KWTV

9 8: 30 a.m.

KANSAS

To peka ....... WIBW 13

8: SOa.m.

KENTUCKY

Louisville

..WAVE

3 10:00 a.m .

OREGON

Medford ........KBES
P ortla nd ........KPTV 12 8: 30 a.m.
Kl ama th Falls KOTI

FORGOTTEN SINS

FROM NIGERIA
The "Herald of Truth", sponsor ed by the Central church in
Cleburne, Texas, began broadcasts in Nigeria September 3, over Station ENBS in Enugu, capital of the Eastern Region, Nigeria's most
heavily populated area.
Ready tor the expected mcre a&e In cor-respondence aa a result
of the broadcasts were the above workers in the Bible correspondence
SC'hool operated on the campus of the Bible Training College , Onicha
Ngwa, Aba. These men are all graduates of the Bible Training College
and are very capable at answering the questions and problem s or
their own people. Already they mail out about 1,000 lessons weekly
to correspondence
students in all regions of Nigeria and in several
neighboring countries.
150,000 lessons have recently been printed, and 90,000 more are on
order. Perhaps no other country has such an eager reading audience.
Since the present evangelistic work in Nigeria all began as the result of
a Bible correspondence
requested as a result of a Gospel broadcast, it is felt that these methods will continue to be highly successful
in conjunctionli with the other missionary efforts there.

Box 614
Aba
7th August, 1961
A weekly radio broadcast by the Church of Christ will begin 3rd
Sept., 1961, on Station ENBS (Eastern Nigeria Broadcasting System),
Enugu. The time will be 1: 30 to 2: 00 p.m. each Sunday afternoon.
The station frequencies are 315 metres in the medium wave band ,
and 4.855 megacycles in the 60 metre band . It is the new commercial
radio station in Enugu.
Please listen regularly
program of Bible preaching.

and invite

your

friends

to tune

to this

Another broadcast by members of the Church of Christ may already
be heard on Station WNBS (Western Nigeria Broadcasting
System),
Ibadan, from 3:00 to 3:15 each Sunday afternoon. You are urged to be a
regular listener to both of these broadcasts.
Sincerely
J.M.

ABC and MBS Networks
By E. R. HARPER
Radio Sermon

No. 505

October

1, 1961

My friends, it is a wonderful feeling to be visiting again with
you to whom I have been speaking for five years as one of the
regul ar speakers on this great program. We appreciate your letters
and invite your continued interest. The Highland Church of Christ
is grateful to all of you who have had, and are having, fellowship
with us in making possible this great work.
I have selected my lesson for today, "Forgotten
Sins," from
Jeremi ah 31:31-34, where it reads as follows:
"Behold the days
come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: not according to tho
covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them i.y
the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant
they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the Lord: But
this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel;
After those days, saith the Lord, I will put my law in their inward
parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they
shall be my people. And they shall teach no more every man his
neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for
they shall know me from the least of them unto the greatest of them,
saith the Lord: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sins no more."
With this promise, this prophecy, correctly understood, most of
our troubles religiously would be dissolved; they would fade away,
and unity among those who profess to believe in Christ as Lord could
be achieved, I honestly believe. I feel in my heart that the different
religious communions do not really desire in their hearts to be in
conflict with each other and had rather all be united in one common
faith as spoken of by Paul in Titus 1: 4, where he writes to Titus
saying, "To Titus, mine own son after the COMMON FAITH." To
the church in Rome, Paul wrote of "the MUTUAL FAITH, both of
you and me .. .,' (Romans 1.12). This is in perfect keeping with
Paul's statement in Ephesians, chapter 4 and verse 5, where he declares: "There is ONE Lord, ONE faith, ONE baptism." This "one
faith" is this "mutual faith," this "common faith" by which man's soul
is channeled to enjoy the "common salvation" spoken of by Jude in
Jude, verse 3. How beautifully this fits in,to the pattern laid down by
the Lord in His prayer of John 17:20-23. Here our Saviour prayed,
"Neither pray I for these alone (Hia apostles), but for them also
which shall believe on me through their words (not believe on him b.r
Page 5
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some miraculous operation of the Spirit but by their words), that
they all may be ONE; as thou Father, art in me, and I in thee, that
they also may be ONE in us: that the world may believe that thou
hast sent me. And the glory which thou gavest me I have given
them; THAT they may be ONE, even as we are ONE: I in them, and
thou in me, that they may be made perfect in ONE; and that the
world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, AS
thou ha st loved me ." Of whom is He speaking here? Of the "one
body" mentioned in Ephesians 4: 5. This " one body" is the "church"
(Ephesians 1: 22-23).
You are ready to ask, Brother Harper, What does this have to
do with your subject today, "Forgotten Sins"? Just this: this promise
of Jeremiah 31 was made concerning this very group ·referred to here
by these New Testament
writers and mentioned in the prayer of
the Lord; to those of this "one faith," of this "common faith," this
"mutual faith," this "common salvation," which is this "one body, the
church" and to no one else .
This · true , it is time to set our hearts and minds to thinking
seriously regarding this promise made here in Jeremiah, chapter 31.
Remember it is in this covenant that their "iniquities are forgiven"
and "their sins remembered
no more" - that is "forgotten ." This,
we must understand IF the unity for which our Lord prayed is ever
11ttained . for man cannot go back to this covenant which began on
Penteco st, Acts 2 for these promises made here in Jeremiah 31.
PROMISE

Let us now analyze
ing prophet.

ANALYZED

this most vital statement

made by the weep-

(1) This is to be a "new covenant." It can't therefore, be the
one under which they were at that time, and that one contained the
"Ten Commandments."
(2) It was to be made with the "house of Israel and with the
house of Jacob," but this new covenant, Jeremiah says , is "not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day
that I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt." That covenant
was given to them in Mt. Sinai, Exodus 20 and chapters following.
That law included not just the Ten Commandments written on t ables
of stone by the finger of God, but it included all the laws that governed
Israel. Moses was in the mountain 40 days and nights, Exodus 24: 18,
during which time God gave to him this covenant that was to guide
Israel. Now this new covenant was not like that one. It was to be
different. This, we must remember, else we become confused and may
die outside this new covenant, in which is the promise of "For gotten
Sins," remembered no more says Jeremiah.
(3) This new cOTenant wa11 not to be written on tables of stone,
·but "in their inward parts and written in the heart ." This new covenant

FORGOTTEN
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was one that would deal with the spirit of man, and would judge
man by the motives of his heart and not just by hie physical actions.
This new covenant made the soul, the spirit, the heart of man responsible for every act of his, defeating the theGry now commonly
taught th_at the soul of the converted man is not responsible for the
acts of h is flesh. This new covenant makes the whole of man subject to Christ and His laws and holds the born-again person account·
able for his misdeeds with the threat of spiritual death, which is
the second death of Revelation 20: 14.
( 4) In th e old covenant, they became God's people by physical
birth. They were born into this family relationship
by a physical
birth and then were taught to know God. Not so with this new
covenant; they , to be the r ecipients of this new covenant, all had to
be tau ght of God, had to know Him from! the le ast in this covenant
to the greatest. This is the covenant, therefore, that forbids receiving babies and the irresponsible into the church for all who become
partakers of this covenant are old enough to be taught of God. This
covenant, as we shall see, is that the sins and iniquities of those old
enough to commit such , and by such acts to become sinners , could be
forgiven and rem embered no more . Babies and those not responsible
do not have sins to be remembered no more, n@r do they have iniquities
to be forgiven. They are safe, never having sinned to be lost, and all
they need to enter into the presence of the Lord is the promise of
a resurrection,
which promise they have in the resurrection
of Christ.
This covenant , therefore, is not to babies but to adults.
(5) Another thing: under this old testament,
the Law of Moses
they had to make a yearly offering for their sins. In Hebrews 10: 1-7
is a passage for which there is no answer. It reads as follows, "For
the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very
image of the things , can never with these sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto
perfect.
For then would they not have ceased to be offered? because that the
worshippers once purged should have had no more conscience of sins.
But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance
again made of sins
every year. For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats
should take away sins . Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he
saith , Sacrifice and offering thou wouldeet not, but a body hast thou
prepared me: In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had
no pleasure . Then said I, Lo, I come, in the volume of the book it Is
written, to do thy will O God. Above when he said, Sacrifice and
offering and burnt offering and offering for sin thou wouldest 11ot,
neither hadst pleasure therein which are offered by the law; Then
said I, Lo, I come to do thy will O God. He taketh away the first,
that he might establish the second. By which will, or covenant, we are
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for
all ."
Remember, my good friends, that this covenant which was "taken
away" could not "take away sine" and that thl11 covenant contained

,Page 8

FORGOTTEN

SINS
FORGOTTEN

the "Ten Commandments," one of which was "remember the sabbath
day to keep it holy." That is the covenant that Jeremiah is saying
shall cease and this new covenant shall take its place.
ITS WEAKNESS

The weakness of this first covenant was that it could not take
away sins that they be "remembered no more." They were remembered
every year and , therefore, an offering for sins had to be made continuously, The first covenant could not take away the "law of sin
and death" because there could be no actual "taking away of sins"
by the blood of bulls and goats. This we know from Pau l's statement
found in Romans 8:2-4, where your Bible reads: "For the law of
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of
sin and death. For what the law could not do in that it was weak
through the fiesh, God sending His own Son in the lik enes of sinful fie sh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh,
but after the Spirit."
This "Law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus" is this new
covenant, and it is the law that was able to free us from the law
that demanded death as the payment for sin. Christ on Calvary, dying
in our stead, has now the ri ght by this "law of the Spirit," this
coven ant of Jeremiah 31, to free us from that law that demanded
our death for our sins. This, no man could enjoy under the Ten Commandment law. It had only the blood of animals , and the Bible plainly
says in Hebrews 10:4 that such blood could "never take away sins." In
Hebrews 10:10 , you will notice this fundamental and all important
statement:
"by the which will we are sanctified th r o u g h the
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all." No more offering
of sacrifices for our sins. They, by His blood, have been "remembered no more." They are now "Forgotten sins,'' never to be remembered against us forever .
But before I leave this vital point in the sacrifice of Christ,
that you may know beyond all doubt that under the old covenant,
which included the "keeping of the sabbath day,'' and before Calvary,
no man could enjoy absolute forgiveness of sins, I invite your attention to Hebrews 10:11-12, where it reads as follows: "And every
priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same
sacrifices, WHICH CAN NEVER TAKE AWAY SINS: BUT THIS
MAN, after he had offered ONE SACRIFICE FOR SINS FOREVER,
sat down on the ·right hand of God: from henceforth expecting till
his enemies be made his footstool and by ONE offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified." This could only be done
by the blood of Christ after His death, else why the death of Christ?
(6) My last point of contrast for today is in that this new covenant
was not to the · house of Israel and the house of Judah exclusively; not
just to the Jews · only, as was the · Law of Moses, this old covenant .

SINS
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This new covenant declares that under its wings "they shall all know
me from the least of them unto the greatest of them."
As I close this lesson, I call to your attention the fact that the
writer of the book of Hebrews, which was written to the Hebrew
Christians, quot es this very prophecy of Jeremiah 31: 31 and applies it
to the Christian dispensation.
So we today are under this new
covenant, where our sins and other iniquities are "remembered no
more,'' or in the word s of our lesson today, are "Forgotten sins,''
never to be brought up against us again. We are now held accountable for our present sin s only, for when God forgives sins now
through the sacrifice of His Son, they ar e blotted out, taken away.
THE

GREAT

COMMISSION

This n ew covenant h as for its marching orders the Great Commission of our Lord found in Mark 16: 15-16, where the mediator of this
new covenant says , "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to
every creature (not to Israel alone, but to every creature). He tllat
believeth and is baptized shall be saved but he that believeth not shall
be damned." Also, under this new covenant Peter commanded the
P entecostians to "repent and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for remission of sins and ye shall receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit." This promise, said Peter, is not only to you
but to your children and to "all that are afar off, even as many as
the Lord or God shall call " ; this included the Gentiles also.
May the Lord bless you and keep you and may your hearts be
opened by the teaching of His word, that you may obey the commands given for the world in this new covenant by which the
world, every creature of us, may be saved, is my prayer in the name
of Christ Jesus our Lord .
QUESTION

I have received a number of letters
condemned the wearing of shorts.

asking

for the scripture

that

ANSWER

In I Timothy chapter 2 and verse 9 we have these words: "In like
manner also, that women adorn themselves in MODEST apparel, with
shamefacedness
and sobriety." In Ephesians 5, verse 3, your Bible
says to all, "But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousnees, let
it not be named among you, as BECOMETH SAINTS."
In Gal. 5:19 we read, "the works of the flesh are these: adultery,
fornication, uncleanness , lascivousness."
Lasciviousness
is anything
that t ends to arouse the lewd emotion of the nesh. Now if shorts almost
to the waist line, with halters, if this is modest apparel, will you please
tell me what would be immodest? Yes, women and men must dress
modestly as becometh saints of the Lord. Tlte quel!!tion ill: Do you now
believe your Bible?

THAT

BETTER

COVENANT
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THAT BETTER COVENANT
ABC and M BS Networks

!3y E.

R. HARPE'R

October

Radio Sermon · No •. 506

8, 1961

Today, I am discussing with you a statement found in your Bible,
this time in Hebrews, chapter 8 and verse 6, where it reads:
"But now hath he (that is, Christ) obtained a more excellent
ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a better covenant,
which was based upon . better promis es. For if the first coven ant ha.d
been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the second .
For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold the days come saith
the Lord, When I will make a new covenant with the house of
Israel and with the house of Judah: not according to the covenant
that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by tl/,e
hand to lead them out of Egypt; because they continued not in my
covenant , and I regarded them not, saith the Lord.
"For THIS is the covenant that I will make with the house of
Israel after those days saith the Lord: I will put my laws into their
minds, and write them in their hearts; and I will be to them a God,
and they shall be to me a people. And they shall not teach every
man his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, Know the
Lord: for ALL shail know me, from the least to the greatest. For
I will be merciful to their unrighteousness,
and their sins and their
iniquities will r' remember no more." (That is, they become "forgotten
sins.")
.
..
'
Now listen to the next verse, please: "In that he saith, A new
covenant, he hath made the first old. NOW that which decayeth and
waxeth old is ready to vanish away."
THIS

TEXT

ANAL VZED

You will recognize, of course, that the writer of the Hebrew letter
is quoting the prophecy of Jeremiah 31: 31·34 as being in force at
this time. He gives the reason why this new covenant had to be made.
.·said ,,the writer, , ''If , the first covenant had been faultless, then should
no place have been sought for the second ." Yet this covenant that
· was found to have its faults, in that it could not "blot out sins," but
had to make "yearly offerings for them," was the covenant that
containe~ the . command · to ''.remember the sabbath day to keep it
holy."
Another striking consideration of this new covenant is this: there
is not one place in it where the people under it are commanded to
Page
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"~emember the sabbath day to keep it holy" - NOT ONB! Yet Ulidet
the Old Testam ent, th.at which was fo- b·e ·dci'ne away, . the people
were repeatedly r eminded · to keep : the sabbath day and to keep _ tt
holy ; not even allowed . to work on that day, not . so:-much as to..,pick
up sticks.
Now ke ep .in mind: we are under the new covenant, not th~
old, and the new nowhere commands us to keep the sabbath, Satrir•
day. 0, yes, Paul went into the synagogues on · the sabbath, but every
tim e it was to t ea ch th e J ews that the old covenant had been done
away and to beg of them to give up Moses and accept Christ and
thi s "more excellent ministry, this better mediator, Christ, and this
better covenant, which was established
upon better promises." Not
on e place where Paul wa s exhorting them to keep any part of the
old covenant , dedicat ed by the blood of bulls and goats, because it
was a part of this old covenant . Why did he meet so many times
wit h th em on the sabbath? Because he wanted to teach the Jewish
people that Christ was their hope , under this better covenant, and
to do this it would have been foolish to show up at a Jewish syna•
gogue on Sunday - they kept the sabbath.
CHRIST,

NOT

MOSES

That you may be still more convinced . that we are under t~
new covenant, the one spoken of by Jeremiah and identified by the
writ er of Hebrews in chapter 8 as the covenant with Christ as its
mediator and not Moses, hear this writer further as he says .in
Hebrews , chapter 9, and verses 8-16, these words: (He had ju11t b.een
describing how the priests under the old covenant had to go once
every year to make sacrifices for the sine of the people, and . ~0'1
he explains, as follows:) "The Holy Ghost this signifying, that the
way into the holiest of all was not yet made manifest, while as . the
fir st tabernacle was yet standing : which was a figure for the time
then present, in which were .offered both _gifts and sacrifices, that
could not make him that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the
con science; which stood only in meats .and . drinks, and divers washings, and carnal ordinances , imposed on them until the time of REFOR·
MATION ." (That, my friends, was the .time of this new coven!l,llt
sp oken of by Jeremiah and identified here by this writer in chapter
8 a s th en in force) .
It continues:
"But Christ bein :g come an high priest cit 'good
things to come, by a GREATER and MORE PERFECT tabernacle,
made with hands, that is to say, not of this building; neither by the
blood of goat s and calves, but by his OWN BLOOD he entered in
ONCE into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption . for
,..us . For if the blood of bulls and of goats and the ashes of an heifer
sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: HOW
MUCH MORE shall the BLOOD OF CHRIST, who through the

not

r
I
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eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? And for this cause
he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for
the redemption of the transgressions
that were under the first testa1ent, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal ineritance. For where a testament is, there must also of necessity
e the death of the testator. For a testament is of force after men
re dead, otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator liveth."
He closes this chapter with these beautiful words: "So Christ
was once offered to bear the sins of many (not just Israel); and
unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without
1in unto salvation."
You may ask, Why have you given all this explanation of the
two covenants? It is because I wanted you to see and know that
Chri.st and His testament, His covenant (which ministry, says this
writer, is based upon better promises) that they are the absolute fulfillment of the prophecy of Jeremiah 31:31. Now just as they had
to meet the demands of this first testament or be rejected as Israel
was, so shall the world today have to meet the requirements of this
second testament if we are to enjoy the blessings promised under it.
This one time understood and there will be no more confusion over
essential and non-essential commands of God under our covenant,
under our testament for this age. Friends! Do we not know that in
order to enjoy the blessings bequeathed to us under a testament or
covenant, that both parties must adhere to the requirements stipulated
in the testament or the covenant? Knowing this, then why, yes why, do
we fight obeying the commands of Christ under His testament, His
covenant with us?
THE

BEGINNING

TIME

Analyzing this Scriptural reading, we find some fundamental lessons
to be learned - so fundamental that if we miss them we could be
lost forever. Will you let me study them with you at this time?
As to the TIME that this new covenant, this testament under
Christ, should begin, there is so much confusion. A few theories I
submit here. Some argue that this plan was introduced before the
foundation of the world and the number definitely fixed; this has
been in the papers this year and some who have held to this predestination theory are considering giving it up, admitting that it cannot
satisfy the demands of God. Another theory is that this covenant has
been in force and His church has been established ever since the
wilderness wanderings, and hence they go back to Abraham for the
beginning of their communion. Still others teach that this testament
-->fChrist, this covenant, and His church had their beginning during the
Jersonal ministry of Christ, before His death on the cross.
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There are various other positions, differing some from these;
but these will be enough to show how far the religious world has
missed the truth. Not one of these can be right becauae of m&n7
reasons, but this one in particular shall I emphasize just here. In
the reading of Hebrews 9:15-17, you will recall that your Bible says
plainly, "For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be
the death of the testator" - the testator is the one who makes the
will or testament .. Now why this? Your Bible reads, "For a testament is of force after men are dead; otherwise it is of no strength
at all while the testator liveth."
NOT

BEFORE

CHRIST'S

DEATH

Now this being true, there is this one thing certain - so certain
that no man should have trouble understanding
it. Since Christ is
the giver of this new testament then His testament, His covenant,
was not - could not be - in force before His death on Calvary.
That means that all testaments, covenants, or churches that becan
and were fully established and in operation BEFORE CHRIST DIED
are not, and cannot be the religion of Christ; for His testament, Hts
covenant to man, became effective AFTER HIS DEATH. No example before His death can be used as an example of how men are
saved under the testament of Christ.
It will be remembered that your Bible plainly stated that it war.
under this New Covenant that iniquities were forgiven and "sinr
remembered no more." Prior to this covenant, dedicated by the precious
blood of Christ, those who lived by it could not be made perfect; for
it was not possible, says your Bible, that the "blood of bulls and
goats could take away sins." That could be done only by the blood
of Christ. That is why your Bible declared in Hebrews 9: 15 that
Christ had to die that those under the first testament, or covenant,
might enjoy the inheritance with us. It took the blood of Christ to
cleanse them, else the blood of bulls and goats could have sufficed
and continued.
THIEF

ON THE

CROSS

With this lesson correctly understood, you will at once understand why the "Thief on the Cross" cannot be held up to us today as
the way of salvation for us. He lived and died before the testament
of Ghrist became effective. Christ was not dead when He said to the
thi ef, "Today shalt thou be with me in paradise." He was still alive
and talking. Since Christ had to die before His testament became
effective, then the thief was not saved under His testament, but under the testament dedicated by the blood of animals, and it took
the death of Christ before the sins of this thief could be "taken away."
For the benefits of this testament promised by Jeremiah and reconfirmed here by Hebrews chapter 8, which was the testament made
possible by the death of Christ, one must meet the demands made
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by it. Else you forfeit your right to these "better promises," made
possible by this "better covenant" under this "more ex cellent ministry"
of Christ.
Friends, this can't be wrong! You may say, "Brother Harper, my
church teaches it just like you do." Are you sure? You had better investigate and see if it d'oes. Do they not run to the "thief on the
cross" for salvation? Well, he lived and died under the Old Testament, before the testament of Christ was in force . Churches of Christ
accept the truth of Hebrews 9: 15-17 as to the time; and we dare
not change one command J n this covenant of our Lord, nor t o mar in
any respect the testament dedicated by His precious blood. We believe
no man has the right to · lay unholy hands upon the covenant of
God to change it or to alter it, not even one dot or one syllable .
Your Bible declares in plain words in Revelation 22: 18-19 that to the
man who dares add to or take from the words of the prophecy of this
book that he will take away his part out of the book of life and add
to him the plagues written in this book. You will find we are oiie
:religious group on earth today that is standing upon and defending the
llible without additions or subtractions. I say this as humbly as I know
how, not to wound any one, but because I believe it to be the truth.
For instance , what is wrong with my lesson today? Now, honestly?
CONCLUSION

Under this new covenant, this new testament, from its beginning
ln Acts chapter 2, through Acts chapter 19, ev ery group recognized
as saved by the blood of Christ had obeyed the commands of Christ
in the Great Commission. There is not an exception. Each had to believe, repent of sins and be baptized . There is not one group of saved
people addressed
in Jerusalem , Corinth, Ephesus , Colosse, Rome,
Galatia, or Macedonia that is separate and apart , distinct from the
baptized group which constituted the church in each of these cities
or sections of country. Not one. They all had to beli eve and be
baptized just as the Lord command ed in Mark 16: 16. After this they
were admonished by this new covenant to cea se living after the fle sh,
for those who so do shall die, but to live aft er the Spirit for in so
doing they shall live (Romans 6 and, Galati ans 5). Th ese ;re stipulations laid down by Christ in His new testament, and do we not all
lmow that to be partakers of a testam ent or of a will or of a covenant
we must meet the demands of said instrument?
Let no man deceive
:you into believing you do not have to meet the requirements
of this
new covenant, for in it is to be found the blessing of your sins being
''remembered no more." It is "that bett er covenant."
May the Lord bless you is my prayer in His holy name.
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QUESTION

AND

ANSWE .R

I have a question from a man stating that he is a member of a certa in church but wi shes to become a member of the -.church of Christ. : He
want s to know if he ha s to be baptiz ed again to bec ome a member of
the church of Christ . The question of what the world _calls "baptism"
is one that confuse s many people . Bible · baptism , is by the authority .of
Chr is t (Acts 2:38) . His church baptized by the authority of his church,
ha s to be licensed by th at church to baptize . Bible baptism is for the
remis sion of sins Acts 2: 38. His church does not baptize for the remission of sins. The Saviour said, "He that believeth and is baptized
sh all be saved," Mark 16: 16. His church teach .es man is sa ved before
and ,without baptism . The Bible sa ys plainly we ·. are "baptized into .
Christ ," Romans 6 : 4. To pe baptized · to please men or to please a
church would do one no good but if the church to which a man belongs
does n~t baptize as the Bible commands, then he · needs to be baptized
scripturally ,not to please us, but to be certain he has pleased the Lord.
I ,would not risk it when in such a short time I. could do it like the
Bible says. I had rather be safe than sorry .

FROM NEW JERSEY
Friends:
Because of Brother Harper's radio broadcasts ef a few years back,
the writer thought you MIGHT be interested in learning the result
thereof .
An avid reader of the Bible for almost two decades , seeking DIRECT learning and education for the Good Book, itself, the writer could
no longer "take" the mistaken hog -wash that was being dished out
by Denominational
Religious Preachers. About 10 years were spent
in the Christian Science Church (which the writer attended in Boston
while there several months on business), but one would have to enter a
"r etrea t" aside and apart from the world to fully grasp same. It would
be unfair if the writer did not report same did him considerable good.
However, about two y ears ago, he "took a chance" and w ent to
pay a visit to Mr. Bill Echols, in the East Orange , N . J. , Church of
Chri st. He found Brother E chols to be INFORMED , DYNAMIC and
with a real "something" to give out. A year ago this past July the
writer felt IT WAS THE PLACE TO ATTEND. He was duly baptized
and is a full-fi edged attendin g member . We do not see eye to eye, on
EVEJRYTHING, but con siderable is being gleaned from our Sunday
morning classes and the service following.
At 73 years of age, the writer feels he need look no further for the
Spiritual Food so requi sit e to take on in these trying "last day s."
Cordially Yours ,
W. H.K.
Orange, N. J .

THE HERALD OF TRUTH MAY BE HEARD
OVER THESE ABC AND MBS STATIONS

JUST WHAT DID CHRIST MEAN?
ABC an<f MBS Networks
City

Station

Time

By E. R. HARPER
ALABAMA
Radio Sermon

No. 507

October

Anniston
..WHMA 8:30 p .m.
Auburn .........,..WAUD 8:30 .p.m.
Bay Minette ....WBAC 12:30 p .m.
Birming~am
..WATV 8 : 30 a.m .
Clanton ............WKLF 2:30 p.m.
Decatur ........... W AJF 1: 05 p.m.
Dothan
..WOOF 12: 35 p.m .
Eufaula ........... WULA 5: 35 p .m.
Flomaton
....... WTCB 8 : 30 a.m.
Florence
........WOWL 8:30 p.m.
Foley ..............WHEP
1:00 p.m.
Gadsden ..........WOAD 8: 30 p .m.
Haleyville
........WJBB 5:35 p .m .
Mobile ........ ...WABB 8 :00 a.m.
Sylacauga
.WFEB 4: 35 p.m .
Talladega
........WJHB
1:00 p.m.
(Sat.)
Troy ................WTBF 5 :35 p .m.

15, 1961

Today I am discussing
with you the subject announced,
"Just
What Did Christ Mean?" In the prophecy of Jeremiah,
chapter
31
and verses 31-34, is the promise of a new covenant unlike the one
given to the Jews . In this covenant their sins were to be remembered
no more . In Hebrews, chapter 8 and verses 8-13, . the writer identih e shows plainly that it was the one of which
fies this covenant;
the Hebrew people were a. part at that time with Christ as their high
priest. In this same letter, chapter 10, verses 10-11, we have this reading,
"Then said he, Lo, I came to do thy will, 0 God. He taketh away the
the second. By the which will we are
first that he might establish
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all."
Therefore , this covenant of Jeremiah 31: 31 is tke new testament of
which Christ is the mediator , over which He has all power . This being tru e, then I am asking in this less on, "Just What Did Christ
Mean?" when, in the sh a dow of the cross of Calvary He gave the
world-wide commission to "go teach all nations." Was this part of
a different covenant from the one of Jeremiah and the Hebrew letter?
Was it for a different pw.rpose and to a different people? If so, where
in the Old Testament
is there any promise pointing to this commission of Matthew,
Mark , and Luke, which commission
includes
"every creature"
in evel'y nation in "all the world " and was to last
until the end of this Christian age or, as Matthew says, "to the end
of the world"? Was this commission t o last only 30 days , ju st from
Matth ew 28 to Acts 2? If so, where was this command ever obeyed
to wait
by the apostles?
In Luke 24:46 -49, they were commanded
in Jerusalem
until the Spirit came to direct them in carrying out
this world-wide commission to every creature.
In other word!:!, Why
did -Christ give the orders of Matthew 28: 18-20 ; Luke 24: 46-49; and
Mark 16: 15-16 if they were never to be executed or if they were to
die at Pentecost?
Why give them to be carrie d to eve ry creature in
all the world until the end of the world if t hese orders were to ceas e,
for in stance, with the beg innin g of P aul's min ist r y as some claim?
Has Christ de ceive d us? Th er e must be a reason.

ALASKA

Fairba nks
......KFRB
Sitk a ........... ..KIFW
ARIZO NA

Fl ag st aff ........... KCLS

COMMISSION

STUDIED

L et u s now begin a study of the Great Commission. We refer
because this commission
is to all
to it as the Great Commission
the world; not just to the Jewish nation as was the Law of Moses,
Page 16

8 : 05 a .m .

ARKANSAS

Berryv ille
....KTCN ~: 30 a .m.
Bly th ev ill e
..KLCN 8: 30 a .m.
Camden
..K AMD 5: 35 p.m.
Cornin g ... ........KCCB 1: 30 p .m .
H e len a ............. KFF A 5 :35 p .m.
Jonesb or o ........KBT M 5 :35 p.m .
Littl e Rock ....KARK 5: 30 p .m.
McGe h ee
........KV SA 9 : 00 a.m.
Pr e scott
....KTP A
Siloam Sp r in gs KUOA 5 :35 p .m.

•
GREAT

8: 30 a .m.
9: 00 p.m.
(Wed .)

Station

San
Bernardino ....KCKC
San Diego ........KGB
San Francisco
KGO
Stockt on ............KWG
Turlock
...KTUR
Ukiah
...KMSL

Time

8 : 30
8 :30
7: 30
8: 30
8: 30
8: 35

p .m.
p.m .
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
a.m.

COLORADO

Denver

........KBTR

7 : 30 a .m.

....WINY
......WTOR

6 :35 p.m.
6:35 p.m.

Fort Pierce ....WARN
Jacksonville
..WPDQ
Milton ..............WSRA
New Smyrna
Beach
......WSBB
Ocala
.WTMC
Sebring ............WSEB
Tampa -St.
Pete rsbur g - WSUN
Winte r Haven WSIR
Homes t ead ....WSDB
Ft . Lauderdale WWIL

7 :45 a.m .
8 : 30 a.m.

CONNECTICUT

Putnam
Torrington
FLORIDA

6 : 35 p.m.
5: 35 p .m.
7: 30 a .m.
5:35 p.m.

GEORGI A

Bremen
....... WW CC 8 :30 a.m.
Ca rte r sville ....W BHF 5: 35 p.m.
Cord ele
..WMJM 6 :35 p.m .
Fi tzge rald
.....WBH B 6 : 35 p.m.
Griffin
........WKE U 8: 05 a .m.
Hinesville
....WGML 1 :30 p.m.
L a Grange
....WLAG 9 :00 a.m.
Sava na h
. WBY G 5 : 35 p.m .
R ome
..WLAQ 9:30 p.m.
R ockm a rt ......WPLK
Thomson
..WT 'W A 6 : 35 p.m .
W e st Point ....WR L D 9 :30 p.m.
IDAHO

CALIF ORN IA

Bak ersfi eld
..KMAP
Calexi co
.......KlCO
Chic o
.......... KPAY
Los Angeles
..KABC
Napa
.....KVON
N ee dles
....KSFE

City

7: 35 a .m.
8 : 00 p.m.
3: 35 p.m.
7:00 a.m .
(W ed .)

Albion
..........KMVC
Id a ho Falls
....KID
Nam pa
..KFXD
Rup ert
....KAYT
Sand Paint
.KSPT

8 : 00
1:30
9:00
9 :00

a .m.
p .m.
a .m.
a.m.

ILLINOIS

Springfield

.....W CVS

8 : 30 p.m .
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Station

City

Boonville
..WBNL
Lafayette
.WASK
North Vernon WOCH
Vincennes
..... W AOV

5: 35
9:05
8:30
5: 35

p.m .
a.m .
a .m .
p.m .

IOWA

Dodge

.... KVFD

8 : 05 a.m.

Cape
Girardeau
..KFVS
7: 30
Clinton
...... KDKD
Dexter
............. KDEX
9: 00
Joplin ....... .......WMBH
4:36
Kansas Cit y ..KCMO 8: 30
Rolla ..................KTTR
1: 00

Gold sboro
....W ~'MC
H e nder..WHK P
son vill e
L e noir ................ WJRI
Mt . Airy
....W S YD
R eid s vill e
....WFR C
Roanoke
Rapids
. W CBT
Ro c ky Mount WEED
Wilson
....WGT M

a .m .
a .m .
p .m.
a .m.
p ,m.

KENTUCKY

Frankfort
........WFKY
Henderson
. ....WSON
Hopkinsville
..WKOA
Mayfield .... .....WNGO
Paducah
..........WPAD
Paintsville
...... ..WSIP
Pikesville
........ WPKE
Somerset
..........WSFC

6 : 35
7:00
7 : 15
7: 30
8 : 30
6:35
7:05
6:35

p.m .
a .m.
a.m .
a .m ,
a .m .
p .m.
p.m.
p.m .

LOUISIANA

Shreveport
Winnfield

.... KRMD
.... .WVCL

8 : 30 p.m.
8 : 00 a.m .

MARYLAND

Hagerstown

..WJEJ

9 : 30 p.m .

MONTANA

Anaconda
..... ..KANA
Lewistown
.. ...KXLO
Wolf Point
.KVCK

Fall River ......WALE
6 : 36 p .m .
Gardner
..........WGA W . 6: 35 p .m.
MICHIGAN

Detroit
Escanaba
Ludington
Muskegon

.....WXYZ 10:00 p .m .
........WDBC 8 : 30 p .m .
......WKLA
9:30 p .m.
......WKBZ
9: 30 p.m.

MINNESOTA

Duluth
Eveleth

........ ....WQMN
.......... WEVE

5:36 p .m.
5:35 p .m.

MISSISSIPPI

Centerville
......WGLC
Clarksdale
......WROX
Greenville
........WJPR
Greenwood
...... WABG
Jackson
..........WJDX
Natchez
...... ....WNAT
Vicksburg
........WQBC

8: 00
5:35
5:35
4 : 30
9:30
2:00
5:35

a.m.
p .m.
p.m.
p.m .
p .m.
p.m.
p.m .

NORTH

8 : 05
4:35
8:00
9 : 00
8: 30

a .ni .
p.m .
a.m .
a .m .
a.m .

Reno

2:30
5:35
5:35
9:30

p .m .
p .m .
JJ.m.
p.m .

6: 35 p.m.
9:30 p.m .
6:35 p.m.
4: 35
1: 00
5:35
4: 35

p.m .
p.m .
p.m.
p.m .

Dover ................WJER
Ironton
..W IRO

7 : 00 p.m.
6:35 p.m.

8: 30 p .m .

Ardmore
..KVSO
En id ........ .......... KCRC
Lawton
............ KSWO
McAl ester ....... .KNED
Poteau
....... . KLC O
Tulsa
..............KT U L
Vinita
........KVIN
Wewoka
......KWSH

1 : 05 p .m.

9 : 30 p .m.
8 : 00 a .m .

MEXICO

Artesia
Gr a nts
Roswell
Silver City

....KSVP
..KMIN
.... KGFL
........ KSIL

6:35 p .m .

Astoria
...... KAST
Coos Bay
.KOOS
Coquille
....KWRO
...KASH
Eugene
..........KQIK
Le.keview

NEW YORK

Corning
............ WCLI
Malone
....WICY
Massena
....WMSA
N e w York
..WABC
Saran a c Lake WNBZ

6 : 35
6:35
9: 30
9:30
9: 30

p .m.
p.m .
p.m .
p.m .
p.m .

6:35
9:30
6: 35
9: 30

p .m.
p.m.
p .m.
p.m.

CAROLINA

Belmont
..........WCGC
Durham
.... .....WTIK
Fuquay Spgs. WFVG
Gastonia
..... .....WGNC

p.m .
p.m .
p.m.
p.m .
p .m.
a .m.
p.in.
p.m.

3: 35
8: 30
8: 30
8 : 30
8: 30

p.m .
p .m.
a.m .
p .m.
a.m .

PENNNSYLVANIA

l

l

Altoona
.......... WRTA
Coatsville
..... .WCOJ
Huntingdon
..WH U N
Johnstown
......WCRO
Lock Haven ....WBPZ
Milton ....... ....WMLP

S t . Mary's ........W K BI
S c r a nton
..W ICK
Tyr on eAlt oon a ........WT RN
Was hingt on ....WJP A
W ell s boro ......W NB T
W ilk e s Barre W IL K
W ill ia msport
WMPT
SOUTH

Time

6:3 5 p .m.
9 :3 5 p .m .
7:3 5
8 : 35
6:35
9 : 30
9: 30

a .m .
a.m.
p .m .
p .m .
p .m .

6 : 35
4 : 35
5 : 35
5 : 35
9:30
6:35

p .m.
p .m .
p.m .
p.m .
p .m.
p .m.

CAROLINA

Be nn e tt svill
Ch a rl es t on
Geo r ge town
H arts ville
Orangeburg
Ro c k Hill

e ..WB SC
..WOKE
....W GTN
......WHSC
..... WDI X
....WRH I

DAKOTA

Huron
Mitc hell
Watertown

..KIJ V
......KOR N
...KW AT

5 : 35 p .m.
4 : 35 p .m.
5:35 p.m.

TENNESSEE

8: 30
8: 30
9: 05
1: 30
1: 00
8 : 30
8 : 30
8:30

OREGON

3:35 p.m.
4 : 35 p .m .

Station

City

SOUTH

OHIO

HAMPSHIRE

NORTH

1:00 p.rn .

OKLAHOMA

......... ........ KBET

Keene
............ WKN'E
NashuaManchester
WSMN
Portsmouth
....WBBX
NEW

Time

DAKOTA

Devil's Lak e .... K DLR
Grand Forks .... KILO
Min ot
....KLPM
Oakes
...... KEY D

NEVADA
NEW

MASSACHUSETTS

8 : 05 a .m .
4 : 30 p.m .
3: 35 p .m .

NEBRASKA

Kearney
........ ..KGFW
McCook
.......KBRL
Omaha .... ......... KMEO
Scottsbluff
......KNEB
Valentine
..KVHS

Station

Gity

Time

MISSOURI

IN DIANA

Fort

Station

City

....WLAR
Athens
Col u m bi a ......WKR M
Day ton ....... ,....WD N T
F ay etteville
. ..WEKR
Ja ckson
.....W 'PJ S
J ohnson City W ETB
L e xington
......W DXL
Livingston
....WLIV
McMi nnville
WBMC
Memphis
...WHHM
Morr i stown
...WCRK
Murfre e sboro WG N S
N a shville ....... ...WSIX
Oak Ridge
....WATO
Onedia
..WB N T

5:35
1 :3 0
4 : 30
6:35
7 :30
8 : 05
1:00
5:35
9 : 00
8 : 30
9:35
9 : 00
9 : 30
9:00
9:00

p.m .
p .m.
p .m.
p.m.
p.m.
a .m .
p.m.
p .m .
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.
a.m .
p .m.
a.m .
a.m .

8:15
1:05
5~35
6i30
4 : 35
5 : 35
8 : 30

a.m.
p.m .
p .m.
p .m .
p.m .
p.m.
a .m.

TEXAS

9 : 30 p .m.
5:30 p.m.
9: 30 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
6:35 p.m.
1: 00 p.m.
(Sat .)

Abilene
...KRBC
Amarillo
.... KG N C
Ba y City
..KIO X
Big Spring ......KBST
Borger
..... ........KHUZ
Brownwood
....KBWD
Clarksville
......KCAR
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Station

City

Time

....KSKY 2:05 p.m .
Dallas
9:05 a.m.
..KEPS
Eagle Pass
...KZOL
Farwell
Graham ............KSWA 4 : 30 p.m.
..KSAM 6:00 p .m.
Huntsville
..KWDL
Liberty
........KZZN
Littlefield
...KFRO 8 : 30 p.m.
Longview
......KCRS 1 : 30 p .m .
Midland
KVKM 4: 35 p.m .
Monahans
8:30 p.m.
Na codo ch es ....KEEE
Pa mpa ............ KHHH
........K P DN 5 : 35 p .m .
Pampa
Pleasan to n ......KB OP 8:30 p .m .
San Ang e lo . K GKL 8:30 p.m .
San Anton io ....KMAC 8:30 p .m .
..... ....K TXO 9 : 30 a .m .
Sherman
.KC MC 8:30 p.m .
Texarkana
Tyler .......... ..... ..K TBB 8:30 p.m .
UTAH
P ro vo

..........K OVO

V ERMONT
Br a ttl ebo r o ....WKVT
VIRG INIA
Bri stol
......WFHG
Culpep er ..........WCVA
Freder ic k sburg ..
...WFVA
Lynchburg ..... WLVA
R a dford
....WRAD
Ri chmond ......WMBG
Wa yn esboro
..WAY B
0

WASHIN GTON
Centra liaChaha lis ... ..KELA
Mt. Ver n on ....KBRC
.KOMW
Oma k
...........KTW
Seattl e
Tac oma ............K LAY

9: 30 p.m.
1 : 05 p .m.

6 :35 p.m.
6:35 p.m.
8:30
9:30
4:0'0
9: 30
6:35

3:35
9:30
9:15
9:3 0

a.m.
p.m.
p.m
p.m.
p.m.

p.m .
a.m .
a .m .
p.m .

City

Station

JUST WHAT DID CHRIST

Time

8:30 p.m .
Walla Wall a ..KTEL
W enatc he e ... ..K UEN 10 : 15 a.m.

WEST VIRGINIA
..WHAR
Clark sburg
..WLOG
Lo ga n
Montg om er y WMON
St . Alb a n s ... ..WKLC
..W BTH
W illia ms on

6: 35
5 : 35
5:3 5
9: 30
6 :35

p.m .
p.m .
p .m .
a .m .
p .m.

W ISCONS IN
E au Clai r e ........WBIZ
Fond du Lac ....KFIZ
.....WHSM
Hayward
Madis on ........... WIBA
..WOMT
Mantiowoc
..WRDB
Reedsb u rg
. .. .WQMN
Superior
..WSAU
Wausau ...

5:35
5:35
5:35
8: 05
5:35
5:35
5:35
9:00

p.m .
p.m .
p .m .
a. m .
p .m .
p.m .
p.m.
a.m .

W YOMING
Casper

9 : 15 a .m.

........KTWO

FOR EIGN
CANA DA
Blind River,
Ont .. ...............CJNR 10:15 a.m.
Toronto, Ont . CKEY 9: 15 a.m.
Winnipeg ,
Mani t ob a
..CKY 11:00 p.m .
BERMUDA
Pe mbrok e

..ZBM

1:30 p.m .

LIBERIA
Monrovia

ELBC

4:30 p.m.

NIGERIA
Enugnu

.ENBS

1:30 p.m.

PHILI P PINES
. DZAQ
Manila
Manila ............ .DZAW

7:30 a.m.
7:30 a.m .

This list is not 100% correct due t o f~equ e nt changes .
All times are Sunday unles s oth erw ise indicated.
Check your loca l newspaper or rad io st atio n for times no t listed .

Deuteronomy
5:2-3 .
'.'Go not unto the
Samaritans
enter ye
of Israel." This was

MEAN?
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Again, in Matthew 10:5-6 Christ, speaking,
says,
wa y of the Gentiles, and into the city of the
not . But go rather to the lost sheep of t he house
the "limited commission."
It was to Israel only .

Now the la st commission given by Christ was not limited to any
one race nor to any one nation. It was to "all nations";
to "every
creature
in all the world." It is, therefore,
called the "Great Commission" in contrast to this "limited commission"
of Matthew 10. This
is in perfect keeping with the promise of the angel in announcing the
birth of Christ when he said in Luke, chapter 2 and ver s e 10-11, "Behold , I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all
people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour,
which is Christ the Lord ." This , of which Christ was the central figure,
was for all people.
This being tru e, then the Great Commission was to be to all naIf, therefore,
Matthew 28, Mark 16, and
tions - to every creature.
Luke 24 are no part of this new covenant
of which Christ is the
mediator, if they are not connected in. any way with this system premised by the prophets with the coming of this Saviour, then I press
the question, Of what are they a part? Where did any prophet ever
prophesy concerning this particular
commission that was to be to all
the world, showing it to be different, distinct, separate and apart from
the covenant promised in Jeremiah 31: 31? Yes, "Just What Did Christ
Mean" by giving this Great Commission in Matthew, Mark, and Luke,
if it be not the marching orders of this New Covenant under which
Christ was to operate?
THE

TEXT

L et u11 now s ee just what the Lord did say as He gave His Great
Commission whi ch was t o go to all nations. I shall begin with Matthew 28:18-20. It reads as follows, "And Jesus came and spake unto
them ," (the apostles),
saying, All po wer is given unto me in heaven
and in earth. Go ye therefore
and teach all nations, baptizing them
in the name of th e Father, and of the Son , and of the Holy Ghost,
tea ching them to ob serve all things whats oever I have commanded you;
and Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the · world.
Amen."
I shall discuss the text at a later time, but for now it is enough
to know that this commission
was to be given to all nations.
My
que stion is , Was it ever carried out? Or did the apostles disobey the
Lord? If this comm and wa s ever obeyed, please tell me when a1id
wh ere the apostles of the Lord ev er exe cuted these order s ? If this
be not the baptism practiced
by th em from Acts chapter 2 throughout the New Test a ment , then by whom was this command obeyed
and where and when did they practice this command of the Lord?
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MEAN?
JUST

U all nations did not have to submit to His orders here given, then
why, pray teli me, did the Lord give them to His apostles with strict
orders to go to all the nations and make disciples for Him, by baptizing them as here commanded? What was the use for this commission
if it were never to be carried out, or if it were to be used only upon
the Jews at Pentecost, or if it ended with the ministry of Paul?
This commission was to last until the end of the world. The world
did not end at Pentecost nor at the beginning of Paul's ministry. It
was to be "alway even unto the end of the world." Yes, I ask, Just
what did the Lord mean when He gave such orders anyway? Didn't
He intend for the nations to obey this commission?
Another thing, Do you know that there are ·four commands givim
here which apply to mankind? Go, teach, baptize, observe all things!
The apostles were to go and teach the people to observe all things
commanded, and the people so taught were to be baptized, observing
all things commanded. Do you realize that in the religious world that
each of these commands is declared to be nonessential to man's salvation? There is a doctrine that believes and teaches that before
the foundation of . the worfd the number to be saved was unconditionally selected and cannot be changed and that this number would be
saved if not one sermon or class ·were ever taught? The theory is
that man becomes a ·child of God before he can be taught, before
he can believe, before he can repent, before he can obey. Do you
know the basis for this? One thing, they tell us that our children
can't obey us until they first beco·me our child. They confuse the
spiritual birth with that of the physical. The religious world, much of
it, makes the new birth a miracle, not allowing for the individual's
part in his being born again. In the physical birth we were not
consulted, we had no part, but in the spiritual birth man is consulted, man does have a part and this is why the Lord has given this
Great Commission to all nations.
-Then there is another part of the religious world that denies
that man has to obey the Lord in baptism, declaring it to be nonessential in becoming a disciple of the Lord, and by the two theories
this Great Commission of the Lord is completely destroyed. If man does
not have to submit to the orders here given, then please explain to
me why the Lord took such pains to declare unto them that "all
pow E!r in heaven and in earth had been given to him," and, because
of this pow er, commanded them to carry this message to all nations. If it has nothing to do with the nations being saved, why give
it with such strict orders that if you do this "I am with you always
even unto the end of the world," showing that if they refused to
carry out His command here, that He would not be with them? If
:this has absolutely nothing to do with man's salvation , then I ask the
question, "Just What DID Christ Mean?" Let no man cause you to
believe that Christ was here speaking empty words or giving nonessential orders.

WHAT

DID

CHRIST

MEAN?
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LUKE

24

In ::,uke 24, ve r se 46, your Bibl e reads, "Thus it is written, and
thus It behov ed Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third
? ay:. And that repent ance and remission of sins should be pre ached
m his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem."
In this is
the promise of remis sion of sins. The command here given for man
~o obey was that of r epentance. Not one word is said about believing
·m th e Lord nor about baptism. Does this mean faith and baptism
a~e to b~ omitted? Certainly not. All that it took to receive "remiss10n of sms" was included in this commission. If you remember, neither
repenta1;1ce nor faith was to be found commanded in Matthew 28: 18-20.
Does this mean that ili carrying out · the command of Matthew 28: 18-20,
the apostles were not to teach the people to believe and to repent? Most
assuredly not. They were commanded to teach them "all things com~an_ded of t~e Lord." This included everything
essential to being
d1sc1ples of His, being sa ved.
. Then you will notice this commission of the Lord was to begin in
This being true,
J~rusalem. It was to begin after His resurrection.
th.en no one before the cross could have been saved under the com_m1ssion by which we are saved. If you do not understand
this you
may go back to the wilderness, or to the days of John, or to the
personal ministry of Christ for examples of how we are saved now or
yo~ may be deceived into believing you are saved today like 'the
T~ie~ on the Cross. The thief was dead days before the Great Comm1ss10n was ever given. He, therefore, could not obey Matthew 28,
Luke 24, or Mark 16. He was dead when they were given.
MARK

16:15-16

The last reference is that of Mark 16: 15-16 where Christ commanded, "Go ye into . all the wor_ld and preach 'the gospel to every
creature.. He that beheveth and 1s baptized shall be saved . But he
that beheveth not shall be damned." Here the Lord demanded that
every creature on earth hear the Great Commission . Again this is
to a ll the world, to every creature. It has to be the same commission
as th~t ~f Matthew 28 and Luke 24. Chri st did not give two different
comm1ss10ns. Now, honestly, "Just Wh at Did Christ Mean ," when He
gave these orders? If they were n ot to be obeyed by man, that man
be saved,. then wh at are they for? Just think - this was to every
cr ea~ure m all the world and salvation was the subject under dis~u?ss10n. "Ca~'t. we see this? Here is salvation. How do you obtain
~t · By b~l!evmg and being baptized," said the Lord. Likewis e, here
~s dam nat10n; how do you obtain that? By not believing. Not believmg what, my friends? By not believing what they were preaching to
ever ! creature in all the world - that he "that believeth and is
bapt1~ed shall be sav ed." If they did not believe it they would not
obey 1t and would be lost.

Page 24

JUST

WHAT

DID CHRIST

MEAN

Yes, I ask you, "Just What Did Christ Mean" in giving this
Great Commission to be carried to every creature, in every nation, in
all the world to the end of the world? These passages are the marching orders for this new covenant of Jeremiah 31 : 31 and Hebrews 8,
by which our sins are "taken away"; if not, what are they for and
of what covenant or testament are they a part?
Be listening next time when I shall discuss "Baptism in Jesus'
Name Only," as related to this Great Commission. May the Lord
bless you and keep you that you may come believing in Him, repenting of your sins and being baptized as commanded by the Lord
that you may be saved, having received the remission of sins by the
blood of Calvary, is my prayer for you in His holy name.
QUESTION

AND

ANSWER

A lady asked what the Lord meant in Matthew 12: 25 by the expression "a house divided against itself cannot stand." He simply means
that in division and confusion there is no strength to keep that house
standing. Our nation could not remain half slave and half free, said
Lincoln. Here they were accusing the Lord of casting out devils by
the prince of devils. He was teaching a lesson that Protestantism
needs
to learn before it is too late. Christ pointed out to them that . if their
accusation were true, then Satan's kingdom would fall. It shall one
day. But the lesson we need to learn is that Protestantism
is a house
divided, and if the Lord be true in His statement, Proteliltantism shall
one day fall. It shall fall because, divided as it is, in order that they
may make room for all their conflicting doctrines, Protestantism
will
be forced to compromise the truth and all kinds of errors, even to
modernism, shall take it to its final destiny, destruction,
and either
Moscow or Rome bids fair to swallow them up . That is why we plead
for unity, for a return to Bible truths without change.
c+3

FROM TENNESSEE
Bristol, Tenn.
Sept. 4, 1961
Highland Church of Christ
John F. Reese
Dear Brother Reese,
I am enclosing $5. for the radio and television program. It seems
little but trust it will help some in your work.
get two radio programs on Sunday, one here in Bristol and one
from Johnson City, Tenn. I enjoy Brother Baxter's lessons very much.
I am glad to know the Herald of Truth program has such a wide
coverage and trust it will continue to grow.
May the Lord bless you in your work for him .
Yours in Christ

i

S. M.

JESUS' ONLY DOCTRINE
ABC and MBS Networks
By E. R. HARPER
Radio Sermon

No. 508

October

22, 1961

Friendlil, today I am discussing with you the subject promised in
a former lesson concerning the actual meaning of Matthew 28: 18-20.
I am discussing
it under the title, "Jesus'
Only Doctrine."
The
reason for this is that I am receiving many letters taking is sue with
my sermons relative to Matthew 28 : 18-20, saying that we should baptize
in the name of "Jesus only."
The theory tries to set forth the idea that wh en it says in
Matthew 28:18-20 , "In the name of" and your Revised Version says,
"into the name of" that this means that the expression
"Father,
Son and Holy Spirit " have a certain name , one particular
name,
and that name is Jesus . The idea then is that when we baptize we
must use only the "name" Jesus, since this is the one name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit." Thos e who say
this are confused on what they call the "formula" used in administering the act of baptism . For instance, they refuse to baptiz e in or into
the "name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,"
saying that from Pentecost on, they baptiz ed in the name of Jesus
only. While this is not true, yet I shall first discuss with you th e
actual meaning of Matthew 28: 18-20 as given by le adin g scholan ; of
the religious world .
MEANING

OF

MATTHEW

2~18-20

Now in the King James Version of your Bible, that Yersion commonly used by those listening to me today , it reads in Matthew
28 : 18-20: "All power Is given unto me in h eaven and in earth, Go
ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son , and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever
I have commanded you: and, Io, I
am with you alway , even unto the end of the world. Amen."
Your Revised Version reads, "Go therefore
and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit: te ac hin g them to observe all things
whatsoever I command you: and Io, I am with you alway even unto
the end of the world ."
Asks one, Brother Harper, isn't there a contradiction
here? No,
if we understand
the meaning that can be placed upon 011r English
language. Words, expressions, and even spelling change with the progress
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of the time. For inst<1,µ,ce, J am certabi that ·95 per .cent of us could
not even read the early English writings;
they are so differently
spelled and the phrases are so peculiarly worded. Yet when written
or spoken in our moder~ way of- expressing things, we express the
very same meaning they had. If you understand the context of Matthew 28: 18-20, and if you are willing to be guided by . the original
meaning of the Greek from which it is taken, you will be able to
see the truth of Matthew 28 as given in the King James Version .
If one is determined to close his eyes to its truth and try to formulate a theory or try to make it fit a certain theory regardless of its
true meaning, then we shall never see the truth as expressed in this
great passage.
To me, it is one of the most outstanding
passages, if not the
most, in all · revel ation, proving that baptism is positively essential
to man's becoming a disciple of the Lord . It is also the outstanding passage, to me, that gives proof that baptism · sustains a vital
relationship
to all three of the personalities
mentioned
here. It
is the one passage that to me forever destroys this "Jesus Only"
theory.
Should you wish to become contetious
over what to
be said during the actual act of baptism, may I point out to
you that there is not one single record of what any man said during
the actual performance of this act. We are told the why of baptism and
its "relationship
to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit"; we are told it is by the authority of Jesus Christ that _we
baptize those .taught, that they may sustain the proper relationship
with the Father, and with the Son, and with the Holy Spirit. This,
the disciples were to understand, but to find men actually baptizing,
using a definite, set wording that all men must . use when administering the act - this can't be done. This is enough to destroy this new
doctrine that in baptizing people we inust baptize in the ,name of
"J .esu$ only." This is never used in aU our New Testament at ~J:\e
scene of baptism.
THE

TRUE

MEANING

OF MATTHEW

28

. Now let us analyze the actual meaning of the - expression "in (or
into) the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,"
to ascertain its true status in the salvation of man . First, be it remembered it was given by the Lord and not by man. It has all the
power of heaven and earth behind it . This is enough power to make
it binding and to cause man not to disobey it . It was given · for all
nations, which shows its importance;
and it was to last until the
end of the world, with the Lord promising to be with those always
who so taught. These facts are enough to forever stop this horrible
fight against baptism in becoming · disciples of Christ.

ONLY

DOCTRINE
· THE
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EXPRESSION

· Now what does the ex-pression, "in (or into) the name" actually
mean? Does it imply, as this new theory advocates, that there is .a
"certain name" given · to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit, which "name" shows they are all one and the same person,
and that they are not three separate
and distinct personalities?
The heart of this new idea is - that the Son is also the Father and
the Holy Spirit; that they are "one person." Then men try to establish that J es us is that "one person, that one name" from Matthew 1:21,
where it reads concerning Christ, "they shall call his name Jesus." Now
they try to make Jesus the name of the Father, of the Son , and of
the Holy Spirit , endeavoring
to make them just one person and
demanding that in baptism we use the . formula "Jesus only."
If thi s is the truth, th en we must not fight it. If it is not, then
we mu st stop it. I recognize that many may just laugh at what I
shall say now regarding this passage, but if you will take time to
investigate , with the desire to actually know the truth of this passage and of this doctrine, you may find out that what I am saying
is the truth . The truth that I shall now discuss witli . you also forever
settles the place of baptism in the salvation of man , and with it his
relationship with the trinity.
The expression
"in (or into) his name" in Matthew 28: 18-20
simply means that you are "baptized into fellowship with the "Father,
and with the Son, and with the Holy Spirit." It denotes "possession."
It denotes "belonging to." This simply means that one is baptized into
fellowship with, into the proper relationship
to, into the possession
of, the three personalities
following in this passage; therefore, you
belong to them, not to "Jesus only'." This being true, then there iii
no such thing as being in fellowship with deity, which means God,
or having the proper relationship
with, or being the possession of,
the "Father or of the Son or of the Spirit," as belonging to them,
unless one is baptized. This is the actu al meaning of this expression.
Christ is showing beyond all aoubt that you make disciples of the
nations, that .you bring them into fellowship with the Father, and
with the Son, and with the Holy Spirit by baptizing those properly
,taught. This is the . war you make them disciples!
Yibu will notice that it says in your Revised Version, "Go make
disciples, baptizing them," What does this mean? It simply means
that you make the di sciples of the Lord by baptizing them, when properly taught. You say, I cleansed the room, sweeping it; I cleansed the
car, washing it. Yoµ do not mean that you cleansed the room and then
swept it, or that you cleansed the car and then washed it. No need
sweeping the room after it is clean; _no need washing the car after it
has been cleansed. You cleanse the room and the car how? By sweeping
and washing. This, we can't misunderstand. But when a theory is to
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be upheld, and incidentally
this theory or these theories have to do
with our souls, which are mu ch more vital than a room or a car, but
when a theory is to be upheld we become so blinded to little simple
truths so easily and so be autifully explained! Isn't is strange that the
mind ~f m an can be brought into such religious captivity?
Now lis t en again to the reading of this passage in your Revised
Version, "Go ye therefor e, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
t hem into th e nam e of th e F ather, and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit." How do you mak e them disciple s ? By "baptizing them into the
name of the F ather, an d of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit." He did not
say "Go mak e disciples of th em and th en bapti ze them ." Baptizing
the~ is the way you mak e th e taught bec ome disciples and no other
way. Name me the "unbaptiz ed group" in Jerusalem, Corinth, Ephesus,
Colosse, Galatia , or Rome, re ferred to as the "s aved" of the cities.
There is not one! Now, why this? My go od friends , Matthew 28:18-20
is the explanation . You ar e "baptiz ed int o this fell owship ," "into this
ownership," and thus you belong to the Lord. This is the truth today
as then .
THE

LAW

OF GREEK

That you may know the expression "into the name of the Father,
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit" do es not mean Christ was giving one proper' name to be applied to all these as one person, I give
you the law governing the tran slation from the Gre ek language . Do you
r ealize that in this passage it r eads, "into th.e n ame of THE Father,
and of THE Son, and of THE Holy Spirit"? Do you know what the
appe aring of this definite article "the" before each of these words,
F ather Son and Holy Spirit, as recorded in the original Greek, from
which 'this ~as translated,
does? Well , this is it: The definite article
or the word "the" appearing as it does in th e original Greek before
each of the words, "Father, Son, and Holy Spirit ," of Matthew 28: 18-20
forever est ablishes the fact that they are three separate and distinct
personalities.
This is the literal truth. How I wish you would believe
me, or find out for yourself, for this being true, then baptism is absolut ely ess ential to your being in their fellowship . This truth destroys,
on ce and for all, this idea of "Jesus Only," meaning there is no Father
or Holy Spirit.
WHAT

THIS

DOES

Let us noticlil just here what this "Jesus only" theory therefore does
to the truth of Matthew 28: 18-20. If you baptize in the "name of Jesus
only" be ca use there is ne separate Father or Holy Spirit, then you eliminate your relationship with the Father and with the Holy Spirit. Since
the baptism of Matthew places you into the proper relationship
with
each, hence the baptism administered
by churches of Christ recognizes
"the F ath er , and the Son, and the Holy Spirit." We certainly do not
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wish to eliminate ourselves from their relationship, and this is exactly
what this "Jesus only" theory does: it defies the laws of translations and
eliminates the Father and the Holy Spirit as separate personalities.
CONCLUSION

In my next lesson I shall discuss Acts 2: 38 and passages related
to it. I shall also discuss the general meaning of the Hebrew word translated "God," showing how we know when it means "our God" or when
it may refer to heathen "gods." All these, we shall discuss in this
series. May the Lord bl ess you and keep you until the beauty of Matthew 28 : 18-20 dawns upon your hearts and until you find it in your
heart to obey it is my prayer in the name of our blessed Lord.
QUESTION

AND

ANSWER

I ha ve a question wishing to know what the Bible means in Psalms
127: 1 wh ere it reads, "Except the Lord build the house, they labor in
vain wh o build." This is one of the most serious passages in all the
Bible . Th e house of God is the church. Now if the church to which I
belon g is n ot built by the Lord, all my labor is in vain. This is what
the Lord meant in Matthew 15:9-13. He says, "In vain do they worship
me teaching for doctrine the commandments
of men." Then in verse 13
the Lord said, "Every plant that my heavenly Father does not plant
shall be rooted up." These passages simply mean that the Lord built a
house. That house is the church, I Tim . 3: 15. If I be not in that house,
that church, all my labor, all my efforts shall be in vain, for the Lord
will root out every tree, every doctrine, every church He did not build.
But our question that most concerns us just now is this: Do we believe
our Bible when it says we labor in vain if the Lord built not the church
of which we are members or do we believe He will root up every plant
he did not set out? This being true that man must be; in the house
built by the Lord and that He will root everything religiously that He
did not plant, it is vitally necessary that we be certain we are in the
house, the church the Lord built; that we are a part of that plant the
Lord planted.

FROM ARKANSAS
Pangburn, Ark.
Sept. 4, 1961
Highland Church of Christ
Abilene, Texas
Dear Brethren,
Please use our small gift for radio and T. V. programs.
We had the pleasure of seeing one of your filmstrips this summer .
A lady responded for baptism at the close of the service here .
Hope to send another gift later.
Sincerely
Mr. and Mrs. C. R. M.
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IS CHRIST THE ALL OF DEITY?
ABC and MBS Networks
By E. R; HARPER
October
Radio Sermon

No. 509

29, 1961

T he subJ·ec t of my lesson

today is "Is Christ the All of Deity?"
d
I have been pointing out
There is in the religious world to ~Y, as of the Father and of the
to you, a theory that den ies the existence .
as included in the
S
nd of the Holy Spirit as parts of Deity, or
the
w~~d a "God," which means "Deity." This theory makes Christ
one divine personalty.
it ·
wrong to baptize
Ad ocates of this theory teach
that
1s
v
· Matthew 28:18-20 "in (or into) the name of the
a s commanded m S
d of the Holy Spirit" as specifically comFather and of the
on an
·
th
no such
ey,
. .
d d b Christ Their reason? That there exist, say
man e
Y
·
d th Holy Spirit That Christ 1s
separate personalities as .t~e Fath;ru:: Fat:er and of th; Holy Spirit is,
.
Many have denied the exall three. To deny the ex1s ~nee o d
mo ermsm.
.
onal exto me, a form of destructive

!:~::~:
~i
personalities

t::s

t~!r~~th~~t a~~w 0
H~l?;~~:it
~:!Y~:~a;::e
while accepting Christ. Thmk this over·
JOHN

~:-:

distinct

14:16

In John, chapter 14 and verse 16, we have this reading, ,','1
will
t the Father
and he shall give you another Comforter .. Here
of God or of Deity pray "do tified the three distinct personalities
are 1 en
h
H prayed· and the Come
,
d
Christ the speaker; His Father, to w om
fort er' which is the Spirit, (John 16:13). In verse 23, Jesus dans~e:y
.
d ' 'd unto him If a man love me he will keep my wor . an

~:::!f
~t p!i~~::~.::~

F~~~:~~

1~u1;:ie
;:~;r~;n~e t:n~~r:;:tf"
a!t:o a;~~n
':.re was n~t the "all of Deity." This is in perfect harmon)'. with ,,Genesis
1:26, where it reads, "Let us make ma~ i~ our .?wn,, i~a!!~d ~~:~
can be but one meaning to the pronouns
us and our a
•
they ha ve to be plural, denoting more than one.
In John 17 : 3, Christ says, "And these things will th~)'. do, because
they have not know the Father, NOR me." Two pers _onahbe~, or worfs
have no meaning. In John 16 and verse 10, we fmd Christ prom sing to send the disciples the comforter, the Spirit, that He ~~y con.· t the world of "righteousness
because I go to· my Father.
Again
;~: three personalities!
I now call your attention
to Matthew 3,
verses 16 through 17, where 1t reads, "And Jesus, when he was
out of the water, and, lo, the heavens
baptized, went up straightway
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were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending
like a dove and lighting upon him: and lo, a voice from heaven,
saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well plea sed." In
this we have Christ in baptism;
the Spirit descending;
and the
Father in heaven speaking,
Yet this theory denies the existence of the F ather and of the
Holy Spirit. This theory decl ares that Christ is all three. Peter,
in Matthew 16: 16, says , "Thou are the Christ, the Son of the living
God ." On the cross, (Luke 23: 34), Christ prays, "Father forg ive them,
t hey know not what they do." After His resurrection,
Christ says,
"Touch me not for I have not yet ascended unto my F 'ather" (John
20: 17). No, Christ did not claim to be the "all of Deity." He recognized the Father and the Son. What do these me an if they do not
establish the truth of the existence of "the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit?"
THE

TRUE

MEANING

OF THE

HEBREW

WORD

"GOD"

Friends, our trouble today stems from the fact that many people
do not understand
the full and complete meaning of the Hebrew
word translated
"God." Many have come to think of this word as
meaning only one person, whereas this word is to the Trinity or to
Deity what the word "man" is to us. Man is a. singular wor d in
construction,
but "man" is plural in its meaning unless otherwise
described. In Genesis 1 : 26 when it says "le t us mak e ma n," it did
not mean just one man was all there wou ld ever be on earth. Man
h ere represents
"mankind";
all of us . When we say, "The next
war can wipe man fr om the face of the ea rth," we me an all men,
all n ati onalities.
Now, this is the true meaning of the Hebr ew wor d from which
is translated
"God." It repr ese nts not just one person, but it stands
for a plurality of persons just as ou r wor d "ma n." This plurality of
persons is described in Matthew 28 : 18-20 and these other passages
given. The true meaning of the H ebrew word from whi ch "God" is
translated
is determin 12d by the verb that follows, for the Hebrew
word "god" may mean our "true God ," or it may mean the "gods
of the heatherns";
it all depends. If the ve rb that follows the Hebrew
word meaning "god" is a singular verb , it means "our God," with
a capital "G." If it is followed with a plural verb it means "gods
many" as the heathens have "gods many ." If the Hebrew word for
"God," whi ch m eans Deity, were singular in the original Hebrew
text, th en those who disagree would be right, but it is not; it is
in the plural form, meaning more than one person.
But says one, The Bible speaks or "one God." That is correct.
The word here refers to Deity, to this divine tribunal, to the Trinity.
They are this one true God. There is no other tribunal, no other
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trinity, no other Godhead. This is the meaning
for God. This is what Paul had . in mind when
2 · 9 "for in him - that is in Christ - dwelleth
G.odhead bodily." Here we actually
have the
both your King James and Revised versions.
truth of what I have been teaching you.
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of th_e ~ebrew word
he said m Colossians
all the fulness of the
word "Godhead"
in
This establishes
the

Christ is the very embodiment of Deity, for Deity is perfect; but
He is not the "all of Deity." He is the very essence of Deity; the
perfectness
of Deity exemplified;
for all the personalities
making
up the Deity of heaven are as perfect and complete as this Christ.
Had He not come, we could never have understood Deity. They are
equal, each with His own part to play in man's ~edemptio~. All subjection on the part of the characters
in the divine family, which
constitutes
the Hebrew meaning of the word "God," is voluntary for
the salvation of man.
PHILIPPIANS

2:5-8

This fact is beautifully
established
in Philippians
2, verses 5
through 8. It is one of the most profound, yea one of the most soulstirring pictures demonstrating
the love of God which means Deity
it includes the cross.
Let me
for man to me, in all your Bible;
read it to you, "Have this mind in you, which was also in Christ
Jesus· who existing in the form of God (that is in the form of Deity)
count~d not the being on a equality with God, (that is, with Deity,
the Trinity) a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the
form of a servant, being made in the likeness of man, and being
found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself becoming obedient,
even unto death, yea, the death of the cross."
Here Christ declares Himself equal with God - that is, equal
with all the personalities
of Deity - for this word "God" here means
the "Trinity." But for the sake of poor lost mankind, He was not
proud nor so vain that He would not, for our sake, humble Himself by stepping down for a while, and becoming even a servant, fashioned in the likeness of man that we might be saved. The truth here
that I wish you to see is that Christ was not the "all" of the Godhead, or of Deity, but was equal to any one of them. The word
"grasped" here is the key to this humble part of Deity. He thought
equality with God - that is, with Deity - not something so great
that He could not surrender
it for a few short years, nor was His
pride so selfish that He would refuse to humble Himself as a servant
before this heavenly tribunal that we might be saved.
How the church needs to learn this lesson of true greatness!
No wonder Paul could say of Him, "For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily." My friends, what did Peter mean when
he declared in Acts 2: 23, "Him, being delivQred by the determinate
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counsel and foreknowledge of God , ye by wicked hands have crucified
and slain"? "Counsel" means "advice," "consultation."
To have consultation implies a council of personalities.
This true, then Christ was
not the all of Deity. This council was made up of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. This is what Peter was saying to
them, to the people who denied Christ as a part of this heavenly
tribunal;
he is convincing them that this Jesus is one of the personalities who in Genesis 1: 26 said, "Let us make man in our own
image." H ere. in Acts 2: 23 was this same council of Genesis 1: 26
haYing pro,·ided a way for the salvation of man. Now Christ says
to this council consisting of "the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit , "l will go, even to the cross of Calvary, that man who
was created by us in our own image may be saved." This entire
scheme of man's redemption
was planned by this council, not by
"Jesus only"! This is why Christ commanded that we be "baptized
into the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit" and not in the "name of Jesus only," for Christ was not the all
of Deity. Man must enjoy the proper relationship
with all three;
thus man is "baptized"
into
this fellowship with "the Father and
the Son and the Holy Spirit."
HOW

DETERMINED?

Did you know that the true meaning of the Hebrew word for
"god," whether it means the "true God" or a heathen "god," is determined by the verb th.at follows it? Did you know the same Hebrew
word is used for the "true God" that is us~d for the "heathen god"?
You determine
which it is by the verb that follows. If the verb
following the Hebrew word "god" is singular in number it means,
and we spell it with a capital G, our "True God." If it is plural
in number, it means the heathen "god, or gods," signifying
"gods
many" and is spelled with a small "g." Look at your Bible and you
see "god" spelled with a capital "G" and with a small "g." This
is what it means. One is the true "God"; the other, a false "god."

will

of
up
in
of

No, my friends, Jesus is not the only one making up the Deity ot
our Bible, eliminating the Father and the Holy Spirit." They make
Deity and this is the meaning of the Greek word "God." It is plural
meaning; hence Christ is not the "All of Deity." He is only a part
this divine council, God.

Having now proven that Christ is not the "all" of the God head with only one personality
making up this divine council, this
holy trinity, the Deity, or the God of our Bible , I now shall study
with you the issue that is drawn from this "Jesus Only Theory." Claiming, as the theory does, that there does not exist three separate
and distinct personalities
in the Godhead, known as "the Father, and
as the Son, and as the Holy Spirit," it is argued from this that
we cannot baptize with the baptism of Matthew 28: 18-20 "in the
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name of the F a ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit." Defenders
of the theory contend that the · expression "in or into the name of"
signifies a "cert ain name," which name incorporates
all these into
one personalities.
They claim that Christ is all three of these; hence,
the doctrine of "Baptism in Jesus' name only." They go to Matthew
1: 21; where the Bibl e says of Christ, "They shall call his name
J es us." Since, therefore, by this theory, Christ is that "one person"
and since his name is Jesus, they then conclude that we must be
"baptized in Jesus ' name only," blotting from the Bible the Father
and the Holy Spirit as separate personalities
and therefore eliminating them from the act of the Bible baptism.
ACTS

2:38

Then to establish
their position, they go to Acts 2: 38, where
it reads "repent and be baptized every one of yon in the name of
Jesus Christ for remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of
the Holy Ghost," or Spirit. They claim this passage eliminates
the
Father
and the Holy Spirit as separate
personalities
and makes
baptism in "Jesus' name only." But this verse itself destroys the
theory of "Jesus Only," for in this very verse is mentioned the Holy
Spirit. And again they were not baptized "in Jesus' name only"; it
was in the "name of Jesus Christ." There is no passage where any
one was baptized in "Jesus' name only" - not one! But what does
of"
this verse mean? It means "by the power or by the authority
and nothing else . To prove to you that ' this is true, I now read from
Acts 4:7,10 . Your Bible reads, "They asked, By what power or by
what name, have ye done this?" Both expressions are in this verse,
showin g they have the same meaning. This was the lame man healed.
Now li sten to Peter's answer, "Be it known unto you all, and to all
the people of Israel , that by the NAME of Jesus Christ (not Jesus only,
but J esus Christ) of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, even by him doth
this m an stand here before you whole."
H ence, once for all, is established the truth that the expression
"in his name" simply means "by his power or his authority."
This
bei n g true, then when believers were commanded to be "baptized in
the NAME OF JESUS CHRIST" in Acts 2: 38, it meant nothing more
nor less than "by his authority."
Peter was not trying to establish
a theory that made the word "Jesus" some kind of magic word, by
which he m eant to eliminate or d estroy th e existence of the Father
and the Holy Spirit as separate
persons and have Christ emerge
as the only personality of Deity. Friends, do we not know that if I
do a thing in the "name of the state of Texas," that I do that thing
by th e "authority of Texas"? "In the n ame of" means by the "power
or authority
of." Peter did not mean to eliminate
the Father and
the Holy Spirit or to teach this doctrine of "Jesus only."
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19:10

In Acts 19: 1-10 is a principle worthy of our study just here. Paul
found certain disciples who claimed to be saved. He asked them if
they had received the Holy Spirit since they believed. They answered,
"We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Spirit."
He asked them then this question, "Unto what then were ye baptized." They answered, "Unto John's baptism."
Then Paul taught
them the truth of John's baptism;
they gave it up and the record
says, "they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus, not the
name of "Jesus only." Question, Why had they not heard of the
Holy Spirit? They had not been baptized with the baptism commanded of Christ, for had they been, they would have known of the
Holy Spirit, for that baptism is "in (or into) the name of the Father,
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit," Matthew 28: 18-20. The baptism "in the name of Jesus Christ," Acts 2:38, is therefore
the
baptism commanded
by Christ as found in Matthew 28: 18-20 and
Mark 16: 16. This baptism was to last until the "end of the world"
(Matthew 28:20).
CONCLUSION

As I close this lesson, will you not come today and be baptized
in Matthew 28: 18-20, which is the
as Christ commanded personally
baptism of Acts 2: 38? This baptism places one into the proper fellowship with the "Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit." If the
baptism practiced by Peter in Acts 2: 38 and the apostles as recorded
in the New Testament be not the baptism commanded then of Christ,
then tell me where the commands of Christ in Matthew 28, Luke 24,
and Mark 16: 15-16 were ever obeyed? Matthew 28: 20 is the 'marching orders of Deity. No, Christ is not the "all of Deity." We have
the Father and the Holy Spirit. My prayer in the name, yes , by the
authority,
of Christ is that you obey Him today and be baptized
into this glorious fellowship with the Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit.
QUESTION

"Why

do you call yours elves the

church

of Christ?"

ANSWER

First, be cause Chr ist built the church, Matthew 16: 18. Because He
is the head of the church. Ephesians
1: 22-23. Because He bought it
with His own blood, Acts 20: 28. Because it is His house, I Timothy
3: 15. Because it is His bride , Revelation 21: 9. Because Christ is its
High Priest, Hebrews 10: 21. Last, be cause we have done exactly what
the people in Acts chapter 2 were commanded to do by Peter, to
whom the Lord said, "whatsoever
thou shall bind on earth shall be

Page 36

.I

1' ·

!

IS CHRIST

THE

ALL

OF DEITY?

bound in heav en"; we have believed in the same Christ he preached to
them; we hav e repented of our sins just as he commanded them to
do; we have been baptized for the remission of our sins just as did
those in Acts, chapter 2. The Bible says the "Lord added them to
the church," Acts 2:47. God be ing no respector of persons, if we have
done exactly what they did and He added them to His church, then
pr ay tell me why we are not members of that same church, the
church of Christ? Many more reasons why we call what we are the
church of Christ, but these should suffice. Why should we honor any
other man by calling it by his name when Christ bought it, or why
.ihould we call it by some characteristic
of the church rather than
give Christ the pre-eminence in all things as our Bible commands in
Colossians 1: 18? Think this over prayerfully, and let us know wherein
we are wron g.
W. F. Cawyer
2009 Lincoln Drive
FROM TEXAS
Abilene, Texas
Dear Brother Ca wyer:
I want to heartily commend and congratulate you and your fellow
elders of the Highland Church of Christ together with Brother E. R.
Harper and others for your wonderful work through the Herald of
Truth program. Too often members of the church do not place the
proper emphasis on the value of this wonderful work. We just take it
for granted that it is something else on the air.
Just recently I realized for the first time, I think, the real value
of this great work. Laverne, my wife, and I visited on the Island of
Bermuda some five hours flight time from Chicago at over 450 miles an
hour to this beautiful Island of Bermuda. We attended services on the
Lord's Day in Hamilton, Bermuda . Brother C. E . Maynard is the
minister for the church and is doing a wonderful work there in Hamilton. Th e church is doing a real fine job and they attribute larg ely a
good part of their success to the wonderful work of the Herald of
Truth program. They announced publicly the Sunday that we were
there to the whole church to remember the Herald of Truth program
radio broadcast at 2: 30 p.m. placing emphasis on the fact that they
look forward each Lord's Day to the great wor kof this program. Also,
that they had just recently baptized four people, nativ es of the isl and ,
and their enthusiasm made us realize fully and deeply appreciate the
wonderful work of the Her ald of Truth program. I only wish that every
memb er of the Lord's chur ch could visit pla ce s such as the Island of
Bermuda and many, many others where the program is available.
We would not hesitate to commend you brethren for the fine job
that you are doing. May God bless you and may the members of the
church wake up to the true value of this wonderful work.
Yours in Christ ,
Abilene, Texas.
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